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Bringing the Farbrengen Home

THE JOY OF
TISHA B’AV

by Rabbi Shaul Wertheimer

In 1954, a controversy embroiled a synagogue in
Mount Clemens, Michigan. Though the synagogue
was chartered as an Orthodox institution, members
wanted to take down the mechitza, the partition
defining men's and women's prayer space in a
sanctuary.

Since a mechitza is a hallmark of an Orthodox
synagogue, the result of introducing mixed (or
"family style") seating at the synagogue would be
to nullify its Orthodox status and thereby upend its
Orthodox charter.

A June 12, 1959, edition of the Detroit Jewish News
featured the headline, “Michigan Supreme Court
Rules Out Mixed Seating, Ends Four Year Suit” The
suit concerned Congregation Beth Tefillas Moses in
Mount Clemens, and the court voted unanimously
to forbid mixed seating at the shul. In fact, this had
reversed the decision given the previous year by a
judge who refused to hear the case on the grounds
that the court lacked jurisdiction in a religious
dispute.

The Detroit Jewish News writes, “The supreme
court opinion, written by Justice Thomas N.
Kavanaugh, hinged on a definition of the
congregation as orthodox at the same time
establishing that one of the tenets of orthodox

Judaism is separate seating for men and women.”

Baruch Litvin was the only shul member who
appealed the original decision. In fact, he even
went on to write a book called The Sanctity of the
Synagogue, addressing the case for mechitza
separation between men and women in the
synagogue.

Born in Russia, Litvin was sentenced by the Czar for
revolutionary activity at the age of 14. He managed
to escape captivity, arriving in Detroit in 1918 at
the age of 15. He worked as a carpenter, opening
up a lumber company called Wolverine Stair Co.

In 1935, he purchased Pagannitti Lumber Co. of Mt.
Clemens, and lived there until his passing in 1975. His
yahrzeit is 16 Av (this year, coinciding with August 3).

In addition to the Sanctity of the Synagogue, Litvin
also wrote a book called Jewish Identity, in which he
addressed the question Who Is A Jew? posed by former
Israeli PM David Ben-Gurion.

For a number of years, Litvin had been in contact with
the Rebbe about various issues, including this legal
battle. In January of 1956, in the midst of the legal
battle, the Rebbe sent a letter to a disheartened Litvin.

“When one goes out to battle, the Rebbe writes, “if
one is sad and despondent this will weaken one’s
efforts. But, when we stand firm knowing that we are
fulfilling the directives of our holy Torah given to us by
the Creator of the world then, tut mehn dos mit gohr ah
ander lebedikeit, then we do everything with a
completely different excitement and liveliness.”’

“I hope you don't suspect me of rebuking you,
continued the Rebbe, “but my intent with these above
lines that I've written is to encourage you to add more,
practically speaking, to increase your trust in Hashem
and to increase your simcha.”

<o Pearls of thie Chida

Rabbi Chaim Vital (the student of the Arizal)
notes that Mashiach was born at the time of
Mincha on Tisha B'Av. It is written [elsewhere]
that it is for this very reason that there is an
ancient minhag in various Italian cities that the
women vigorously sweep the floor and tidy up
the home on Tisha B'Av after chatzot (noon).

Not only did the rabbis not protest, but they
encouraged this practice, for it fosters our belief
in the coming redemption, and that we should
not, G-d forbid, despair.

-Birkei Yosef 559:7

King David writes in Psalms that we should serve
Hashem with joy. On a deeper level, the Rebbe
suggests, this means that, “even Tisha B'av, the day
marking the greatest calamities to befall the
Jewish people - may it be transformed into a day
of celebration with the coming of Moshiach! -
that the fast itself and the recitation of the Kinos
(lamentations) have to be done with simcha””

What kind of simcha could we possibly have when
fasting on Tisha B'av, mourning the destruction
and all the suffering we've endured?

The Rebbe explains that the simcha is that we
have the great joy and opportunity to fulfill a
commandment from Hashem.

To illustrate this point, the Rebbe references an
oft-quoted passage in the Mishneh Torah by the
Rambam. Although he doesn’t actually quote the
passage and merely gives a source reference - and
I think it’s of note that this passage is not from a
philosophical text, but from a halachic text - the
Rambam writes that, “the simcha that we must
have when doing a mitzvah is a tremendous
avodah (service)!

Even the service of Tisha B’Av is to be done with
simcha. We don't necessarily have to dance, but
there has to be simcha.

Even in exile we have cause to be joyous; at every
moment we are where Hashem wants us to be
and this itself is cause to rejoice.

Even in the darkness | can have a perspective that
| see light in being able to do what | am supposed
to do at this very moment, uplifting myself and
the entire world. And as the Rambam writes in the
laws of fasting, when Moshiach comes the fast
days will be transformed to days of joy and
celebration. May it be speedily.

Baruch Litvin could have simply left the
synagogue, but chose to stand up for the fact that
it was an Orthodox institution. He persisted, and
undoubtedly was buoyed up by the Rebbe's
words. Every moment and every place is an

opportunity for light and blessing.

* Based on Igros Kodesh vol.12, p.296-7

347.688.4770 | To sponsor an issue: www.qChabad.org/QF | info@qChabad.org



May these days be transformed!

The 8ank
Manager

Every evening, the great Reb Yisrael of Vizhnitz

would go for a walk. On one occasion, together
with his gabbai, he arrived at the home of an
affluent bank manager who was a member of the

"Enlightenment" movement.

Reb Yisrael knocked on the door. The door was

opened, and he entered.

The bank manager received his unexpected guest
kindly, and offered Reb Yisrael a seat. He mentioned

nothing of the reason for his visit.

Breaking the awkward silence (and not wanting to
ask Reb Yisrael directly), the host asked the gabbai,
"Why did the Rebbe visit me?"

The gabbai shrugged. He, too, did not know the
reason for the visit.

The silence continued, and after a short period of
time, the Rebbe got up to leave.

The bank manager accompanied Reb Yisrael on his
way home, perplexed as to what had just taken

place.

Arriving at the Rebbe's home, the host could no
longer contain himself, and he asked, "Rebbe!
Forgive me for asking, but to what do | owe the

honor of your visit?"

"Ah, you see, | came to do a mitzvah!" replied Reb

Yisrael.

"Mitzvah? Which one?"

"Our sages teach us that just as it is a mitzvah to say
that which will be heard, so too it is a mitzvah not
to say that which will not be listened to. So if | am
in my home and you are in yours, that it is not a
mitzvah if | refrain from telling you that which you

will not listen to!

"So in order to fulfill this mitzvah, | came to visit
you. And while in your home, | did not tell you
something that | know you will not listen to!"
concluded Reb Yisrael.

"Wait a minute," said the host, "how do you know |
won't listen? Maybe | will!"

"No, | really don't think you will hear what | have to
say. | am quite certain of that," said the Rebbe.

The more the Rebbe demurred, the more curious
the bank manager became. He continued to appeal

to the Rebbe to tell him the mysterious declaration.
After a while, Reb Yisrael agreed.

"There is a certain impoverished widow who owes
your bank a hefty sum for the mortgage on her
home. Your bank is ready to foreclose on the
property, offering it up for public sale. She will be
homeless. | wanted to ask you to forgive her debt,
but | didn't, in order to fulfill the mitzvah of not
saying that which will not be heard."

"But | can't do that!" replied the flustered bank
manager. "You are obviously aware that the money
is not owed to me personally, but to the bank. | am
just the manager, not the owner... the debt is quite

large.. how can | possibly..."

The Rebbe interrupted him, saying, "See, it's just like
I thought! You don't want to hear it!"

With that, the Rebbe concluded the conversation
and entered his home.

The bank manager returned home.

The Rebbe's heartfelt words found their way into

his heart, and he paid the widow's debt from his

own pocket. A
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JUST n"1w
ME A QUESTION

Q: Should one say a Bracha while at the

Niagara Falls?

A: Some brief background: There is a category of
blessings upon seeing certain natural sights such
as thunder & lighting. Some say that one should
say the blessing of oseh ma'aseh bereishis (He
makes the works of creation) upon seeing Niagara
Falls. However, it's not so simple. Some say that
you shouldn't say this blessing on a waterfall
because it is not one of the sights listed in the

Talmud.

Another requirement is that that the river remains
unchanged by human hands; however, the river
that feeds Niagara Falls was diverted and changed
for hydroelectric power. How much a river must
be changed to "lose" the blessing may be unclear.

Lastly, it is likely that Niagara Falls has eroded

significantly over the years (I recall reading
something about that when our family visited the
Falls a couple years ago), and thus it may not be
"Hashem's handiwork," per se. In conclusion, you
probably shouldn't say the blessing. Ask your

rabbi :)
Q: Does Eicha need to be read with a minyan?

A: It is the common practice to read Eicha in shul
with a minyan, but one should read it even

without a minyan. Source: Mishna Berurah 559:5.

Q: Since this Shabbos is during the Nine Days,

what kind of mourning should | be doing?

A: It is forbidden to mourn publicly on Shabbos.
Since there is a chance that someone may think
that | am mourning because Tisha BAv is
approaching, we should go out of our way to
increase & enhance our simcha this Shabbos (in

permissible ways, of course, such as Torah study).

MISHMAR
Torah | Chulent | Chevia
Thursdays 8:30-10:00pm
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