
"I believe with total faith -- which is based on what
I have seen multiple times throughout my life and
have heard from reliable people, and more
importantly, it is based on what is written in the
Torah; namely, that a heartfelt blessing from one
person to another is very powerful and efficacious -
- sometimes the impact is fully realized, sometimes
only partially, sometimes it is immediate and other
times it is only later on."

Moreover, there is a great psychological benefit to
these visits, with the soldiers experiencing a great
boost to their morale.

Likewise, the Rebbe continued, he believes in the
precious mitzvah of tefillin, especially for soldiers.

"It goes without saying that one is not obligated to
have the same strong feelings about these issues
that I do. But since I don't think my desire to share
blessings with the soldiers and offer them the
opportunity to don tefillin can be said to be for my
own self aggrandizement, at the bare minimum,
one can say that there is a benefit to these visits."

"As I noted above, I do not know the reason for
these difficulties [concerning visits with the
soldiers] -- even if one would agree there that is a
good reason for anger [concerning my stance on
the Law of Return], this anger could be directed
towards me and a few others who are actively
involved in this issue; however this is no reason to
create problems for those who wish to bring
blessings and a morale boost to the soldiers. What
is the connection?

In the early morning of October 17, 2001, the
Israeli Minister of Transportation, Rehavam Ze'evi,
was eating breakfast with his wife Yael in the
dining hall of the Dan Jerusalem Hotel.

Ze'evi, a platoon commander during the 1948 War
of Independence, was also active during the Six
Day War and the Yom Kippur War. Like many
others, he went into politics after his military
career.

Shortly before 7am, Ze'evi left the dining hall and
headed up to his room. Yael followed a few
minutes later.

When Ze'evi exited the elevator, he was
approached by four members of the Popular
Front for the Liberation of Palestine; they shot
and killed him outside his room. His wife
discovered him a few minutes later.
 * * *
In 1970, there was a political tumult concerning
the Law of Return, which had recently been
amended. The Rebbe did not hide his thoughts
on the matter, generating consternation from
some people in Israel and beyond. In the late
summer of 1970, the Rebbe wrote a letter to
Ze'evi.

"It is with great and deep pain that I heard about
the difficulties encountered in conveying
greetings and blessings to the soldiers who are
risking their lives to protect the Land of Israel --
although I do not know the reason why some
have prevented Chabad representatives from
visiting soldiers on Israeli army bases."

The Rebbe went on to offer some general
comments, that "although these introductory
words may seem strange to you, they express my
heartfelt emotions, and I sincerely hope that you
won't be upset that I am taking your time by
asking you to read them.
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JUST שו”ת
ME A QUESTION

Q: Is gambling permitted? What about
owning or investing in a casino?

A: The mishna in Sanhedrin states that a
person who gambles is not a valid witness.
There is a dispute as to the reason for this,
however all agree that gambling is forbidden
according to halacha. 

Why is gambling forbidden? Rami Bar Chama
says the reason is because it is similar to
stealing, since the loser does not actually want
to lose his money. Rav Sheishes rules that the
money is not considered stolen at all, but he is
nevertheless invalidated as a witness being
that he is not involved in settling the world.

The practical difference (AKA nafka mina)
between these opinions is regarding a
gambler who has an occupation, in which case
according to Rami Bar Chama he is still invalid,
while according to Rav Sheshes he is valid. The
halacha is in accordance with Rav Sheishes
(Source: Shulchan Aruch Ch.M. 34:16 & 370:1).

The only difference of opinion regarding
gambling would be what level of severity the
prohibition is. That being said, one should not
gamble in private or in a casino. 

Moreover, the Teshuvos HaRivash (432) writes,
“Even according to Rav Sheishes who states
there is no stealing prohibition involved in
gambling, nevertheless, this is a repulsive,
revolting and immoral act. It has caused the
lives of many people to be destroyed.” 

Based on this, it does not seem to me that
owning or investing in a casino would be a
proper thing to do. It may be considered an
issue of the prohibition of "placing a
stumbling block before the blind," in addition
to the other issues mentioned above.continued on other side



"G-d Almighty watches over everyone of us
with Divine personal providence; may He grant
you success in protecting the Holy Land, and
may we merit the fulfillment of the
proclamation, "And I will grant peace in the
Land... and no army will pass through your
Land... I will break the crossbars of your yoke
and lead you upright into freedom."

Based on Igros Kodesh vol.26, p.457-9

"This is all the more pertinent with soldiers,
whose emotional well-being is not just their
own personal issue; halevai (if only!) others
with the means to encourage and offer succor
to the soldiers would do so in any way possible.

"Perhaps you were involved in preventing my
representatives from visiting the army bases,
due to a concern that if you permit these visits,
then others will also want to visit. To this I
respond that if there is a chance that these
visits will strengthen the morale of the soldiers,
then indeed, others should also be permitted to
visit. And if you're concerned that it will disrupt
the protocol; well, I'm sure you can work it out.

"Certainly you understand that this letter is not
intended to create more problems or questions.
Rather, my intention is merely to ask you again
and again to do everything you can to assist
my representatives to speak with those who are
under your command.

"I just want to ensure that blessings are
conveyed to the soldiers, and that they are told
that we know of their great efforts to protect
the Land. Even those who are geographically
distant are thinking of the soldiers and their
dangerous situation. And yes, I want them to be
told about the greatness of the mitzvah of
tefillin, and that we are prepared to assist
anyone who so desires to acquire their own
pair of tefillin.

"Based on what I have heard about you and
your dedication, I'm sure I don't need to write
more. I hope that you have read these few lines
with the proper intention, and that you will do
everything you can to help.

Chaim was a trustworthy individual, a man of
integrity; he was a man of truth, and the entire
village knew it. One day, Yankel passed away.
Chaim approached his children, and said that
they owed him 2000 rubles, which he had lent
to their father before he passed away.

"We don't owe you any money!" they said.
Chaim insisted that he was telling the truth, and
they decided to go to Beis Din to resolve the
issue. Both parties agreed to listen to whatever
determination the judge would make.

The Beis Din listened to both sides of the story,
and since there were no witnesses to the
transaction between Chaim and Yankel, they
ruled that Yankel's children did not owe Chaim
anything. 

People were stunned. Chaim had never lied in
the past, and they believed that he was telling
the truth. Yet, at the same time, they knew that
the Beis Din had ruled in accordance with
Halacha, which requires witnesses for a
transaction to hold up in court. 

They posed their question to the Baal Shem
Tov: The Beit Din certainly ruled according to the
Torah, which means that G-d Himself agrees with
the ruling, and it is certainly true! But how does
this fit with what we know to be true?

The Baal Shem Tov explained: In a previous
incarnation, Chaim borrowed 2000 rubles from a
particular individual, and never paid it back. Thus,
he still owed the money to that individual or his
inheritors -- namely, Yankel or his children. The
Beit Din ruled truthfully, for the money really does
belong to Yankel's children. 
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TEFILLIN ON BASE CNT’D

Hayom Yom
The Tzemach Tzedek composed

many melodies. He studied
Torah aloud and with song. It
would happen that he would
interrupt his studies, or his

writing Chassidus or responsa,
and sing some melody.

My grandfather (the Rebbe
Maharash) related that from the
sound of the Tzemach Tzedek’s

melody he could tell in what
subject he was then occupied.

13 Sivan
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