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Bringing the Farbrengen Home

BRONX SYNAGOGUE
DAMAGED IN FIRE;
ARSON IS SUSPECTED

by Rabbi Shaul Wertheimer

This headline appeared in the January 20th, 1970,
issue of the New York Times, with the article
noting that a fire had broken out the previous
evening at Congregation Ahavas Torah.

“Rabbi David Toiv, spiritual leader of the Orthodox
congregation, said that five Torah scrolls each
valued at about two thousand dollars and all the
prayer books and shawls and furnishings had
been completely burned in the fire, which broke
out at about midnight in the three-story brick
building. Mr. Toiv, who lives a block away from the
synagogue, said that services in the first-floor
temple might have to be held elsewhere
temporarily. The synagogue is about twenty-five
three hundred
members... and has been vandalized four or five

years old and has about
times in the last year, with windows being broken

each time!” Thus reported the New York Times.

Twelve years earlier, Rabbi Toiv wrote to the
Rebbe, informing him of the upcoming Chanukas
HaBayis (housewarming) for his synagogue. The
Rebbe responded the week before the event,
connecting the Torah portion of that week (which
just-so-happens to be the parsha this week) to
the theme of the letter, dated June 5, 1958.

Some may suggest that the purpose of
synagogue is to attract members for prayers,
classes and services, thereby strengthening their

connection to Hashem, Torah and Mitzvos.

Yet the Rebbe takes it one step further in his
letter to Rabbi Toiv, asserting that the real
purpose of a shul is, “az dir dernenter’n vos a yid
filt tzum Bashefer, the closeness that a Jew feels to
his Creator during prayer and learning Torah,
should permeate one’s day-to-day life even while
one is busy with earning a living and so forth.

“One should feel the love of Torah and awe of
Heaven, everywhere and in everything.”

The inspiration and the closeness to the Creator
that one experiences in a holy place is not to be
compartmentalized, but should also be extended
and brought out beyond the walls of the shul.

As an illustration of this idea, the Rebbe notes that
when the Jewish people were traveling in the
desert, there was a messaging system - including a
pillar of fire, clouds of glory, and blowing of
trumpets - to indicate when we should journey
and when we should set up camp.

The verse states: “On the word of Hashem we
camped, and on the word of Hashem we traveled.”

Viewed in a non-literal way, this can be applied to
teach that whether we are “camping” (that is, in the
comfort of synagogue), or “traveling” (attending to
our other needs and responsibilities), we should
know that it is due to “the word of Hashem.”

This idea, although perhaps not a direct quote,
reflects a teaching from the writings of Rabbi Isaiah
Horowitz, known as the Shelah, an acronym for his
main work, Shnei Luchos HaBris.

Noting that the Torah switches the order of the
words for camping and traveling in different verses
(i.e., sometimes placing the word “camping” first,
while other times stating “traveling” first), the
Shelah writes that this hints that every single
movement, every single thing that a person does
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JUST n"1w
ME A QUESTION

Q: Should someone make a Bracha (I'd
assume '7D71¥) on a gummy vitamin?

A: Yes — if the vitamin has a taste, you should
recite a bracha (shehakol, as you note).

A plain vitamin which is swallowed does not
require a bracha (even if one uses a bit of
water to wash it down).

A bit of explanation: According to rabbinic law,
one is required to recite a bracha before eating
or drinking.

Deriving benefit from food without first
reciting a blessing is considered to have
derived benefit from something which
belongs to Hashem. We must ask permission
from Hashem before partaking, and this is the

bracha.

The flavor of the gummy vitamin is considered
deriving benefit (since it is chewed and tasted
in the way of regular food), and therefore
necessitates a bracha in advance.

Source: Seder Bircas Hanehenin of the Alter
Rebbe, 1:1

Q: On Shavuos | noticed that in kiddush we
say asher bachar banu - that Hashem chose
us - but we don't say it in the Shabbos
kiddush. Why not?

A: Shabbos is unique among the mitzvos
because it was given at Marah, before the
Giving of the Torah. Since the Jewish people
were chosen as Hashem’s nation only at Sinai,
we do not say asher bachar banu in Kiddush
on Shabbos. Yom Tov, however, was given after
Sinai, so its Kiddush includes asher bachar
banu.

Source: Avudraham, Kiddush b'Beis ha’Knesses
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Three Good Shidduchim

ARSON CNTD

should be prefaced by saying, “with Hashem'’s
help!” For example, when a person heads out
on a trip, he should say, “I'm traveling with
Hashem’s help, and I'm going to spend the
night in a certain place at a certain time with
Hashem’s help” When one arrives in his
destination he should once again praise

Hashem, saying, “Baruch Hashem, I've arrived.”

Thus, the Shelah concludes, one is constantly
praising Hashem. Whatever happens to an
individual - camping or traveling - he will recall

Hashem, grateful for all of life’s blessings.

In the penultimate paragraph of the letter, the
Rebbe adds, “I hope that you certainly have

Torah classes in your synagogue.”

Obvious, no? Of course a synagogue has Torah
classes. Perhaps in anticipation of this thought,
the Rebbe continues, “specifically, there should
be Torah classes that are relevant for the day-
to-day life of every Jew. What is the Rebbe
referring to exactly? | can't say with certainty,
but it could be something like the Kitzur
Shulchan Aruch, which contains practical laws

for daily life.

| find it interesting to note the way the Rebbe
addresses a pulpit rabbi. Perhaps we can
assume that the synagogue already offered
classes in Talmud and Jewish thought; the

emphasis here is a focus on the practical.

Inspiration  coupled with the practical;

hallmarks of the Rebbe's teachings.

(Based on Igros Kodesh, vol.17, p. 171; Shnei

Luchos HaBris, Torah She’bichsav Beha’alosecha)

Pearls of the Chida

One should be very particular to
give at least a peruta to tzedakah
every day.

When doing so, one should have in
mind that they are creating a
spiritual unity in the Shem Havaya.
This is expressed as follows:

The arm is alluded to by the letter
Vov of Hashem’s name; the five
fingers [which hold the coin] allude
to the Hey; the coin itself is the Yud,;
and the five fingers of the poor
person (or the gabbai tzedakah)
allude to the final Hey.

[When arranged in this order, the
letters of Hashem’s name spell]
V’haya - as in the verse, “And the
work of righteousness shall be
peace” (Isaiah 32:17).

-Morah b’Etzbah 1:12

See also: Tanya, Iggeres HaKodesh ch.12;
Rambam, Laws of Gifts to the Poor 10:2
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Chassidic Story@@

R" Yosef Yitzchak of Lubavitch was travelling
with his father, the Rebbe Rashab. “Do we you
R Yosef
Yitzchak went out to borrow the necessary
funds and brought them to his father.

have any cash?” the father asked.

Later that day a porter arrived at their hotel
with boxes of women'’s clothing. After leaving
the hotel, the Rebbe surprised his son by asking
him to purchase tickets to Pressburg, the town

of the famed Chasam Sofer.

Upon arrival, the Rebbe asked directions to the
inn of Avraham B., and explained that he had
just passed away. Upon arrival indeed his wife

and three daughters were sitting shiva.

Once settled, the Rebbe and his son visited the
local yeshiva and engaged a few of the students
in a meaningful conversation about their Torah
learning. When the Rebbe went to pay a shiva
call to the wife he said, “you should try to find

shidduchim for your two older girls.”

The widow admitted that not only could she ill
afford the expense of setting up a new bride, no

suitable shidduchim had been suggested.

“As a matter of fact, | happen to have a
complete bridal outfit with me and | can
recommend a very special young man from the
yeshiva for your older daughter.” The Rebbe
also promised to make arrangement for the

second daughter as well.

Five years later, Rabbi Yosef Yitzachak visited
Pressburg and all the three girls were happily
married. The youngest was now running the

inn alongside her husband.
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