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Bringing the Farbrengen Home

PLANET OF
THE GRAPES

by Rabbi Shaul Wertheimer

This week's parsha, Shelach, opens with a detailed
account of the story of the spies. | would like to
zero in on one, often overlooked detail.

After naming the spies and describing their
mission, the Torah tells us that the time of the
year was, "the season of the first ripening of the
grapes.”

Why does the Torah tell us that the grapes were in
season?

Rashbam explains that the reason is because the
spies took a cluster of grapes with them when
they returned.

However, they also took other fruits with them.
Moreover, they weren't commanded specifically to
take grapes; the verse merely says, "take from the
fruit of the land" -- there is no mention of grapes,
or for that matter, any specific fruit.

Kli Yakar writes that the Torah specifies grapes as
an allusion to the Jewish people who are
compared to grapes in the book of Hosea.

But we're compared to other fruits as well (such
as dates), so the question remains: Why does the
Torah tell us that the grapes were in season?

At a 1990 Farbrengen on Shabbos Parshas
Shelach, the Rebbe addressed this question of the
grapes, and offered what | believe to be an
answer that encapsulates how he viewed the
world.

The mission of the spies is no mere history, rather,
it is an instruction for each of us.

Moshe sending spies to scout out the land is
symbolic of the mission that each one of us has to
"scout out the land" -- that is, to look deeply into
the land, into the physical world, and perceive
how it can be used for a higher purpose.
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Anava Vineyards, near Beit Shemesh

There are G-dly sparks at the core of existence,
scattered throughout our physical reality.

These sparks are concealed by the coarseness of
physicality.

The nature of physical creation is to cover up that
G-dly spark. But it doesn't completely block it out.
It can't.

When we do a mitzvah, we expose the G-dly
spark that was inside the object all along.

The spark is there, it is waiting for you to extract
it. It can be seen, even if faintly, from the outside.

And that is the deeper meaning of why the Torah
tells us that the journey of the spies took place
when the grapes were in season.

Not pomegranates, not dates.

Grapes are unique in that the seeds can be seen
from the outside, while the fruit is still intact. The
skin and the meat of the fruit are translucent.

seeds that are

A pomegranate has many

translucent, but the peel is thick and coarse.

Only grapes allow us to see the fruit in its entirety
and to see the seeds at the same time.

When we scout out the land, we have to

remember that it's not a pomegranate or a fig.

continued on other side g3~
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- ME A QUESTION

Q: What is the source that we should not eat
meat and fish together?

A: The Talmud states: “Rav Kahana, son of Rav
Hinnana the Elder, teaches: In the case of
bread that one baked together with roasting
meat in the oven, it is prohibited to eat the
bread with kutah, which contains milk,
because the bread absorbs some of the meat’s
aroma. The Gemara relates: There was a
certain fish that was roasted together with
meat, Rava of Parzikiyya prohibited it from
being eaten with kutah, due to the meat flavor
absorbed in the fish. Mar bar Rav Ashi said:
Even to merely eat it with salt is also
prohibited because meat that is roasted or
cooked with fish is bad for odor, meaning it
causes bad breath, and for something else, i.e.,
leprosy. Therefore, one should avoid eating it

due to the danger involved” (Pesachim 76b).

This is brought as halacha in Shulchan Aruch,
Yoreh Deah 116:2.

Q: If | recited Shema at night, do I still need
to say Krias Shema before going to bed?

A: If one davened Maariv early and therefore
recited Shema before Tzeis HaKochavim, one is
required to recite Shema at the correct time.
Even if one davened Maariv and recited Shema
at night (i.e., after Tzeis HaKochavim), one is
still required to recite Shema before going to
bed (as printed in all Siddurim). The reason is
this spiritual
accounting of one’s day, and also protects

because Shema entails a

from negative spiritual forces.

Source: Berachos 4b; Shulchan Aruch O.C. 139,
Mishnah Berurah 139:1 & Magen Avraham 139:2
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Gimmel Tammuz | The Rebbe’s Yahrzeit

GRAPES CNT'D

The world is like a grape -- if we just look
closely, we will see the spark of holiness within

all material matter.

It's true that the physical world stands before
us, indefatigable, difficult to surmount. But we
are given the ability to see deeper, to peak

within and perceive the inherent holiness.

The world is beautiful. There is a seed of
holiness to be found in every location and in

every experience.

"It was the season of the first ripening of the
grapes." If we look closely, we are sure to find
the Divine spark within everything. The coming
of Moshiach is very near. The grapes are ready

for the harvest. L'chaim.
Based on Sefer HaSichos 5750

HAYOM YOM 28 Sivan

After the Tzemach Tzedek told his son, my
revered grandfather, the Rebbe [Maharash],
about an incident that once happened to him,
he concluded: “When one helps a Jew make a
living, even to earn a mere seventy kopkes
when he’s selling a calf, the gates of all of the

heavenly palaces are open for him/”

Several years later, my revered grandfather, the
Rebbe [Maharash], told this whole story to my
revered father, the Rebbe [Rashab], and added:
“Though ideally one should know the path to
the heavenly palaces, this is not crucial. What is
of fundamental importance is to help another
person wholeheartedly and with warmth — to

take pleasure in doing a fellow Jew a favor”

fin Excerpt from Tanya
Iggeres HaKodesh c¢h.27

It is stated in the sacred Zohar
that “When a tzaddik departs, he
is to be found in all the worlds
more than during his lifetime....

4

Now, this needs to be
understood: For, granted that he
is to be found increasingly in the

upper worlds when he ascends
there [following his passing], but
how is he found more in this
world?

This may be explained... As is
known, the life of a tzaddik is not
a fleshly life but a spiritual life,
consisting of faith, awe, and
love....

Now, while the tzaddik was alive
on earth, these three attributes
were contained in their vessel
and garment on the plane of
physical space (i.e., the tzaddik’s
body)....

But after [the tzaddik’s] passing...
[the soul of the tzaddik] is no
longer contained within a vessel,
nor on the plane of physical
space [and is thus no longer
limited by time and space, and is
accessible anywhere and
anytime].

MENACHEM BEGIN & THE
STOPOVER IN FRANCE

Menachem Begin (1913-1992) met privately
with the Rebbe on numerous occasions, both
prior to becoming and as Prime Minister of
Israel (from 1977-1983).

At the conclusion of one such meeting, the
Rebbe asked Begin if he could ask a personal
favor of him. Of course, Begin replied

affirmatively.

The Rebbe said that he had received a letter
from the parents of a young woman in France.
She was dating a non-Jewish man, and they
were planning on getting married. The parents
had made numerous attempts to dissuade her,
to no avail. They had written to the Rebbe for

help and guidance.

Noting that Begin spoke French, the Rebbe
explained that if Begin would speak with this
young woman, it would certainly have a
positive effect. Such a well-known figure as
Begin was sure to be able to influence her in

the right direction.

Perhaps on his return flight to Israel, Begin
could make a stop in France. The Rebbe gave
Begin the woman’s name, address and phone
number and concluded by offering to pay the

added expenses of the stopover in France.

Begin traveled to France and spoke words from
the heart; as our sages say, “words from the
heart enter the heart.” Indeed, Begin had an
impact on the woman, and she ended up
moving to Israel, ended the relationship with
the non-Jew, married a Jew and lived in
Jerusalem. (As told by the Rebbe’s secretary, R.

Binyamin Klein).
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT SHIUR

: in Halacha & Chassidus :
8:00-9:00pm

at Chabad (Main & 69™ Ave.)
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