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Bringing the Farbrengen Home

THE PROTEST

by Rabbi Yossy Gordon
Executive Vice President, Chabad on Campus Int’|

Sholom Aleichem. A dramatic story is told in this
week’s Torah portion, Parshas Korach.

Korach was a Levite and a first cousin to Moshe.
He did not like the fact that Moshe was the leader
and that Moshe’s brother Aharon was the High
Priest, while Korach himself was but a simple
Levite. So Korach complained and led a rebellion
along with 250
neighborhood.

influential people from his

When confronted by Korach, Moshe first fell down
on his face for some silent privacy and then got
up to speak. He instructed Korach and his
followers to come the next day and offer incense
to G-d Almighty along with Aharon the High
Priest. G-d would then choose who He wanted to
be His servant.

The next day when Korach and his followers
brought the incense, a Divine fire smote some of
them and the earth swallowed up Korach, his
family and the rest of the rebels along with all of
their possessions. This miraculous sequence of
events proved to all that Moshe and Aharon were
chosen by G-d for their respective positions.

Why did Moshe require a private moment before
answering Korach? He could have answered him
without delay. The following story offers an
explanation:

A skeptic questioned the Alter Rebbe, Rabbi
Shneur Zalman, as to why he conducts himself as
a leader, with servants, etc.

The Alter Rebbe rested his head on his hands for
a few minutes and then spoke as follows:

The Torah calls leaders of the Jewish People the
“heads!” Clothing for the foot would not fit on the
head and vice versa, because there is a difference
between the head and the foot. Similarly, those in

leadership positions should appear different than

the public they serve.

The skeptic accepted the response and exited the
room. The Alter Rebbe’s oldest son and successor,
Rabbi Dov Ber, asked his father to explain why he
needed to first rest his head on his hands and not
answer right away after the question was asked.

The Alter Rebbe explained: When Korach made his
complaint, Moshe fell on his face and only then
answered him. Why did he need to fall on his face
first?

The explanation is because he needed to take a
moment for some introspection first; to determine
if there was legitimacy to Korach's complaints...
perhaps Korach was acting as a messenger from
Heaven? After he took the moment, he realized that
this was simply quarrelsome Korach, and so he
responded appropriately.

Honest introspection produces a principled

reaction.

Friends, the world is watching how Jews care for
each other. Three young Jewish students were
kidnapped by our enemies in Israel and now they
are everyone’s family. Let’s not lose our intensity in
storming the Heavens seeking Divine intervention
in their deliverance and the security of the brave
rescuers. Every Jew possesses a unique relationship
with G-d Almighty. Let us use our personal
relationship with the Master of the World to ensure
the safety and security of His People. May it be with
mercy and kindness. Q)

JUST n"1w
ME A QUESTION

Q: May | affix a mezuza to our metal door
post using magnets?

A: You may not use magnets to attach your
mezuzah to your doorpost. When possible,
screws or nails should be used (one at the top
and one at the bottom of the mezuzah case);
if attaching them to a metal doorpost, use
strong double-sided tape.

Source: Shulchan Aruch Y.D. 289:4

Q: | heard that | need to get my mezuzahs
checked every few years. Is that true? And if
they were kosher when | bought them, why
do I need to check them?

A: You should have your mezuzahs checked by
a certified sofer twice every seven years. One
reason is to make sure that there are no extra
or missing letters (mistakes can happen!). Even
if they were 100% kosher when you affixed
them, due to the placement of mezuzahs
(particularly outside or when exposed to
sunlight), the letters may develop cracks or
fade Also,
parchment itself may develop cracks.
Source: Shulchan Aruch Y.D. 291:1;
Chasam Sofer Y.D. 283.

over time. sometimes the

SHU'T

An acquaintance of mine recently removed a
mezuzah to be checked and discovered that it
was completely possul (invalid)! Here is the
picture of what it looked like:
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THE MARTYR OF METZ

Jewish people have lived in Metz, France, since
the 9" century, well over 1000 years! A well-

known blood libel took place there in 1670.

Rafael Halevi lived in the village of Bolchen,
just outside of Metz. He was respected by Jew
& gentile alike. On one of his usual rides into
Metz, he met an unknown horseman and

waved hello in his general genial manner.

It so happened that on the previous day, a
young Christian girl had disappeared from
home. The girl's father traveled to Metz to

report the incident to the police.

“Have you seen a lost little girl?” the frantic
father asked a horseman in Metz.

“Indeed,” replied the unscrupulous man. “I
actually saw a Jew on a grey horse traveling
into the city with a girl strapped onto his

saddle,” he lied, falsely accusing Rafael HalLevi.

Passover was not far off and the father had
heard from his priest that Jews use the blood of
Christian children in their Matzah. The man
became frantic and headed directly to report

the kidnapping to the police.

Upon questioning the grieving father the police
chief launched an investigation which, despite
complete lack of evidence, brought suspicion

on Refael Halevi. There was just one problem...

Halevi's village was under the jurisdiction of the
Duke of Lorraine while the police operated
under King Louis XIV of France. It would
require substantial politcal manuevering to get

the Duke of Lorraine to hand over the Jew to

Blood Libel

the king of France for persecution.

The police and church worked together and
decided that since Halevi supposedly brought
the girl to Metz, they would accuse the leaders
of the Jewish community of Metz, which was

within their jurisdiction.

The community was compelled to surrender
HalLevi to the authorities for trial. If they could
prove his innocence it would be good for

everyone.

HAYOM YOM
5 Tammuz

One of the Alter Rebbe's great and very
close chassidim had yechidus (private
audience), in the course of which the
Rebbe inquired after his situation. The

chassid complained bitterly that his
financial situation had utterly deteriorated.
The Rebbe responded: You are needed to
illuminate your environment with Torah
and avoda of the heart - (davening).
Livelihood and what you need - that, G-d
must provide for you. You do what you

must, and G-d will do what He must.

The community knew that Halevi was innocent
and that the entire trial was nothing more that
blood libel.

persecution, they sent a message to Halevi

a medieval Under threat of

urgently appealing to him to surrender himself.

Halevi agreed, knowing that he was

endangering his life for the sake of the
community. As soon as he arrived in Metz he
was chained, imprisoned and tortured. Halevi
did not budge no matter how hard they tried to

extract a confession.

Meanwhile the village drunk confessed to a
local teacher that he had killed the girl in order
to avenge the father. Despite reporting the
actual confession, the authorities ignored the
truth and even procured “witnesses” to HalLevi's
falsified crime. The coverup continued even

after the girl's father pleaded guilty to
murdering the drunkard who had killed his

daughter.

Blinded by hatred of the Jews, the judges
proclaimed Rafael HaLevi guilty, despite all the
evidence of his innocence. He was condemned
to be burnt alive and the entire Jewish

community were to be expelled from Metz.

King Louis XIV prevented the expulsion but did

not interfere with the Halevi's sentence.

Wrapped in his tallis & tefillin, Reb Refael Halevi
was led to the stakes. He walked with dignity
and gratitude to Hashem for having given him
the strength to withstand the torture and save

the lives of other Jews.

With the words of Aleinu L’shabeach on his lips,
he returned his soul to his maker. &Y
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