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Bringing the Farbrengen Home

WHY DON’T YOU
MOVE TO ISRAEL?

by Rabbi Shaul Wertheimer

Yosef Cohen was overseeing Israeli Army activities in
Shechem (Nablus) in 1977, when he wrote to the
Rebbe, invoking Biblical verses that speak of the holy
city of Shechem.

When the Rebbe replied, he acknowledged the
challenges that Cohen was experiencing in Shechem.
“Certainly,’ the Rebbe assured him, “every appointment
and task is of Divine, personal providence from the
Creator and Conductor of the world, and you have no
doubt been granted the necessary abilities to fulfill
your task.”

Moreover, the Rebbe added, the holiness of the Land
itself would assist him.

At the end of the letter, there is a full paragraph as a
postscript.

From the PS, it seems that Cohen had asked the
Rebbe why he didn't move to Israel.

“Regarding aliyah to our Holy Land, | read what you
wrote with the deserved attention. Certainly, there is
no need to explain to someone such as yourself -
someone who carries the responsibility (materially,
and to an extent, spiritually) for an entire city and all
its entire population, upon his shoulders —

“For anyone who has a task, be it within his immediate

family, or with a broader range of students,
community etc., would be entirely inappropriate [to

make aliyah].

“It is not the correct path at all to choose what is
easiest, best and sweetest for oneself, without taking
into account those for whom he is responsible for
assisting and directing them in proper day-to-day
living. Even if it is questionable if one will be able to
help, an honest person will not flee from his
assignment.

“In your case, | do not need to explain at length. Army

protocol is such that if a platoon was in a dangerous

situation, even if it was highly questionable whether
there was any actual danger, each and every member
of that unit would attempt to make the situation
easier, or even remove the danger, if they thought it
was possible.

“They would attempt to assist the group in danger
even if their platoon commander was with them [i.e,
they wouldn't leave it up to him]. All the more so, the
commander himself [would do everything he could to
help those in danger]”

So why didn't the Rebbe make aliyah? His answer to
Yosef Cohen, in terms he could certainly relate to,
speaks to the need to look around, asking ourselves if
there is anyone in our surroundings who needs help.

Based on Igros Kodesh vol.32, p.256

- Pearls of the Chida

Halacha states that a Kohen is not permitted
to come in contact with a corpse (with the
exception of certain family members). So

when Pinchas killed Zimri & Cozbi, wouldn’t

that have been a violation of halacha?

The Sifri states that 9* miracles took place for
Pinchas. One is that Zimri & Cozbi didn’t die
while Pinchas was still in the tent, and he
thus did not come in contact with dead
bodies. Another miracle was that no blood
splattered on Pinchas, because even though
the blood of a living person does not cause
tumah, here the verse refers specifically to
the blood of niddah—since Pinchas stabbed
Cozbi in that exact place.

-Pnei Dovid, Pinchas 6
*Sanhedrin 82b states that 6 miracles occured for Pinchas.

Sifri (end of Balak) states that it was 12; perhaps Chida had a
different version.

JUST n"1v
ME A QUESTION

Q: If I'm talking to someone on the phone and
they say a bracha (over a cup of water or
whatever), should | answer amen?

A: Short answer: Yes. Some explanation: Reish
Lakish says that the gates of Gan Eden open for
one who answers amen with all their strength.
Rabbi Chanina says that the word 1IN is an
acronym for JAN] "]'71'] 7-N, G-d, faithful King.

Amen is a sort of chizuk, that is, strengthening
and reaffirming what what just said. It says in
Shulchan Aruch (OC 124:6), that when one
answers amen, they should have in mind that,
“the blessing that was made is true, and | believe
in it” In other words, answering amen to a
bracha does not mean that you must be there
(for example, you cannot daven with a minyan
over the phone), but is an affirmation that the
meaning of the bracha are true. Thus, you should
definitely answer amen when you hear a bracha,
even if it's over the phone. Source: Shabbos 119b;
Shulchan Aruch O.C. 124:6.

Q: Why do many chassidim have the minhag
of not starting an early shabbos?

A: Some reasons include and are not limited to:

1. Some halachic opinions maintain that one
may not daven Maariv before nightfall;

2. Some say that the Shabbat meal may only be
eaten after nightfall;

3. There is dispute amongst halachic authorities
what exactly "early" means;

4. It is not ideal to daven mincha and maariv
within the same halachic time-span, and thus if
making early Shabbos, one needs to be aware of
the correct zmanim.

If one wishes to make “early Shabbos,” there is
definitely what to rely upon; moreover, we see
that many communities do it. That being said, for
the above-mentioned reasons, there are those
who refrain from doing so.
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Service of the Heart

The Gorgcous
8ird |

Rabbi Israel Baal Shem Tov was known to spend

many hours engrossed in prayer. The founder of the
Chassidic movement would dwell for hours on
various sections of the prayer book. Typically, his
students would patiently await the completion of
his prayers before departing the synagogue. Others
in the synagogue found it hard to wait for so long,
and would slip out early to head home for a bite to
eat, returning later to find the Baal Shem Tov still

deep in prayer.

One time, his inner circle felt that they were simply
too hungry to wait for the Baal Shem Tov to
complete his prayers. They reasoned that if they
were to leave for a quick slice of bread and return
quickly, they would presumably find the Baal Shem
Tov still in the midst of prayers, not even noticing
that they had departed.

So that's what they did. They slipped out silently,
ate hastily, and returned to the synagogue. To their
astonishment, they found that the Baal Shem Tov
had already completed his prayers and he was
waiting for their return!

A few students mustered the courage (chutzpah?)
to ask their revered teacher why he had not spent

the usual amount of time in prayer.

"Let me share a parable with you," began Rabbi

Israel.

"At the top of a tall tree dwells a gorgeous bird.
There is a person with strong and perceptive
eyesight who notices this bird, and he desires to
take it. The problem is that he has no ladder, and
thus no way to reach the pinnacle of this tall tree.

"What did this person do? He requested that those
around him stand on each other's shoulders and
construct a human ladder. Despite the fact that
none of these people were able to even see the

bird at the top of the tree, they agreed to help the
person who possessed particularly sharp vision. In
the merit of these people who built a human
ladder, the one person who was able to see the bird
was able to reach the top of the tree and grasp the
bird.

"Imagine," continued the Baal Shem Tov, "what
would happen if the person standing at the bottom
of the 'ladder' suddenly decided to leave. Everyone
would surely fall, and the person with the keen
vision would not only not reach the bird, but he
would likely be injured from the fall from such a
great height.

"So too with me. When | stand at the zenith of
prayer, that which is hidden becomes revealed to
me. | yearn to ascend to the chamber of Mashiach,
which is referred to in the works of the Kabbalah as
the 'Chamber of the Bird's Nest." This Chamber is a
very lofty place, indeed, and | cannot get there

without your help.

"When you remain in prayer in the synagogue --
without any knowledge of what is taking place in
the supernal worlds - | am able to place each of
you on the other's shoulders, so to speak, and with
your assistance, | reach the chamber of Mashiach.

"Today, when you departed, | immediately fell from
my lofty spiritual heights. Since | no longer had
reason to continue with my lengthy prayers, |
concluded them." @

JUST n"1w CNTD

Q: Can | recite the Shehechiyanu bracha during
the Three Weeks? For example, if | want to eat a
new fruit or purchase clothing?

A: One should not recite this bracha during the
Three Weeks, with the exception of Shabbos, when
it is permitted. However, some follow the practice
of the Arizal, to not recite it even on Shabbos.

A QUESTION
OF MINHAG

by Rabbi Shimon Gadasi
Rosh Kollel Shemen LaMaor, Shliach in Tel Aviv

Q: Does someone have to forego their personal
minhagim in order to avoid machlokes?

A: One should always do what is possible to
achieve peace, as the verse says, “Seek and pursue
peace;” and as the mishna states, “Be of the
disciples of Aharon, love peace and pursue peace.”
Aharon would chase after people engaged in

machlokes and help them make peace.

It is incumbent upon a person to do everything in
their power to avoid machlokes. Therefore, if you
arrive in a city where everyone follows a certain
leniency in which your minhag is to be stringent -
you should not be stringent publicly, in order not
to cause machlokes.

Some examples include if one’s personal minhag is
not to wear a tallis when serving as the shliach
tzibbur, he should wear a tallis if that is the local
minhag. Likewise, if he davens a different nusach,
then if he is the shliach tzibbur and davening in
his nusach would cause machlokes, he should not
deviate from the local custom.

One should even make certain not to cause
machlokes in order to fulfill an actual mitzvah (as
opposed to a minhag), such as gelilah (rolling the

sefer Torah after hagbah.

Morever, judging another person favorably - I'kaf
zechus - brings peace to the world. When the
other person sees that you judge him favorably,
that he did
unintentionally, or that he intended for the good,
this will lead to peace (see Rashi to Shabbos 127b).
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