
Pearls of the Chida

The Rogatchover Gaon asserts that the purpose of
wandering in the desert was not just to arrive in the
Promised Land, for the journey itself was with
purposeful intent, and indeed, was a mitzvah. 

Even the parts of life that seem just like a stop
along the way, are actually much more than that.

Let's say l'chaim to finding the purpose within every
part of life, for life is not just about where we're going,
but the journey we go through.

As the Jewish people prepare to enter the Land of
Israel, the Torah summarizes their sojourn in the
desert: "These are the journeys of the Jewish people
who left the land of Egypt, according to their groups,
under the leadership of Moses and Aaron" (Numbers
33:1).

The Torah then succinctly lists the 42 journeys. 

Why the necessity to review these journeys?

For your enjoyment, I have carefully curated three
answers ;-)

The first two answers are from Rashi (whose yahrzeit
is next week, 29 Tammuz), and the third is courtesy of
Rabbi Yosef Rosen, commonly referred to as the
Rogatchover Gaon (the genius of Rogatchov).

1. The Torah recounts all 42 journeys, in order to
emphasize Hashem's kindness. How so? Even though
He decreed that the Jews would wander in the desert
for 40 years, one should not think that it was constant
wandering, and they had no rest.

The first 14 journeys took place in the first year in the
desert (before the Spies were sent), and the last eight
took place in their 40th year. Thus, there were actually
only 20 journeys during 38 years. This was Hashem's
way of diminishing the punishment of wandering in
the desert for 40 years. 

2. We can understand why the Torah recounts all 42
journeys, by way of an analogy: There was a king
whose son became sick, so he took him to a faraway
land to be healed. On the return home, the father
would recall each place along the way where they had
stopped, and the special events associated with
them. Nostalgia, if you will.

3. Were the 42 journeys merely stops along the way to
the Holy Land, or did they have some type of inherent
meaning? Or to put it in different terms, is it about
the destination or the journey?
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Q: If I cut eggplant with a clean dairy knife is
there any issue in using the food with meat?

 A: Cut the edges off where the dairy knife cut
the 🍆, then you can use the rest with meat.

To explain a bit: There is a concept called
literally, pressure of the) דוחקא דסכינא
knife), which basically means that the taam
(flavor) within the knife goes into the item that is
being cut.

In this case, since the eggplant is not charif
(spicy, for ex. an onion), the flavor only goes into
the edges where the knife cut (and does not
permeate the entire eggplant). So cut off those
edges and you can use the rest of the eggplant
with meat.

Q: Why don't we kasher all new utensils in
case they were previously used and returned
to the store?

A: The concept of chazakah would apply here.
That is, a store that sells new utensils would be
presumed that the utensils are new. Halacha
accepts this presumption, unless there is reason
to believe that they are not new (in which case
you would indeed need to kasher them).

Q: So why can't we apply the same concept to
immersing new utentsils in a mikveh? Surely
we don't believe that most utensil
manufacturers have used their utensils for
non-kosher food (or avodah zara, whichever it
may be)?

A: Tevilas keilim (immersing new utensils in a
Mikvah) is not due to them having been used for
non-kosher food. If they were used for non-
kosher food, they would need to be kashered. 

Tevilas keilim has to do with a change of
ownership, and applies whether the utensils
were previously used or not.

Why does the verse in Beha’alosecha
(10:35) say, “And it came to pass, when the
ark set forward, that Moshe said, Rise up,

Hashem, and let thy enemies be
scattered” – what enemies did the Jewish

People have in the desert?

Our 40 years in the desert was not just a
punishment, but was also a tikkun

(spiritual rectification). The desert is a
place of powerful sitra achra (literally, the
other side) and our journey was intended

to elevate the fallen sparks of holiness.
The verse in Parshas Masei alludes to this
as follows: “And Moshe wrote their goings

out according to their journeys.” The
Hebrew for “goings out” can also be read

as “their taking out” – and this is
“according to their journeys,” that is, the

purpose of our journeys in the desert.

-Pnei Dovid, Masei 1

The hills of Gush Etzion



"Abba!" he calls to his father. "What is in this
picture?!"

"What do you mean?" his father asks, surprised.

"What am I holding? What is that book?"

"A siddur!" 

"Abba, look! It is not a siddur! It is a Tanya!"

So Avi concluded how he now had the proof he
was looking for; the Tanya is indeed for him.

 * * *
Often in life, we think that what we see or hear is
just someone else's story. 

But sometimes, we're holding that very story in our
own hands. 

This story was told to me on the night of Shevi’i Shel
Pesach, 2017. During the customary all-night Torah
learning, two Israeli guests that we did not know
appeared at our home to join the learning. Avi shared
this story with me. - Rabbi Shaul Wertheimer.

Q: If I ate a non-hamotzi food without the
intention of washing on bread later, and then I
changed my mind and washed for bread, will
birkat hamazon cover the non-hamotzi food or
do I need to say a separate bracha achrona?

A: L’chatchila (in the first instance) if the food was
not eaten as an appetizer, then you should make a
bracha acharona on it before washing for bread.

However if you forgot to do that, then it would be
included in birkat hamazon.

Source: Alter Rebbe’s Seder Birchas HaNehenin 1:17.

Avi has a business partner named Zalman. A
number of years ago, they began studying the
seminal work of Chassidic thought, Tanya. 

Somewhat atypically, they began with the
introduction (does anybody read introductions to
books, anymore?). In the introduction, the Alter
Rebbe writes that he is addressing himself to
members of the Chassidic community.

Stopping on this point, Avi tells Zalman, "I am not a
member of the Chassidic community; I am from
Yemen! The Tanya isn't for me!"

Zalman says, "The Tanya is also written for you."

"But the author doesn't say that! If he means to
include me as well, then I want proof!"

"If you want proof," responds Zalman, "you will get
proof."

"I want proof" exclaims Avi.

A short time later, Avi is visiting his parents in his
childhood home. He looks in his bedroom, and
notices a picture hanging above his bed. It is a
picture of him, wearing tefillin in front of the
Western Wall, and has been hanging there since his
Bar Mitzvah (at the time of the story, he is 31). 

He has seen the picture countless times. He
examines the picture. Indeed, his 13-year-old self is
posed in front of what is perhaps the most famous
Jewish site, wearing tefillin, and holding a Siddur
(prayer book).

And that's when he looks closer. The Siddur in his
hand is not a siddur. He then notices for the first
time, that the book in his hand is actually a Tanya.
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The Tanya Isn’t
For Me!

JUST שו”ת CNTD

A STORY ABOUT GIVING

There was once a rich man who attributed his
success and business acumen to his relationship
with his Rebbe, Reb Zushe of Anipoli. Each time he
would visit Reb Zushe, he would give him a
financial gift, as is customary. One time, he arrived
for a visit, and was told by Reb Zushe's wife that
he was not home. "Where is the Rebbe?" he asked.
"He went to visit his Rebbe," replied Reb Zushe's
wife. "Wait, my Rebbe has his own Rebbe?"

"Yes, of course!" said Reb Zushe’s wife. "And who is
his Rebbe?" inquired the wealthy man.

"It is the great Mezritcher Maggid," answered Reb
Zushe's wife. Pondering the circumstances, the
affluent man thought to himself: If I am so
successful when I visit my Rebbe, how much more
successful will I be if I visit the Rebbe's Rebbe! 

He decided to travel to Mezritch to visit the
Mezritcher Maggid. Shortly after the visit, his
business ventures began to plummet. His finances
continued to sink, and he attributed it to the "sin"
of leaving Reb Zushe. He decided to visit Reb
Zushe once again. Upon arrival, he asked, "Pardon
me, Rebbe, if I may ask a question: Why is it that
when I previously visited with you, my business
was very successful. However, when I began to
visit your Rebbe -- who I presume is even a greater
Rebbe -- my finances crashed?"

"It's quite simple," Reb Zushe said. "You see, I am
not a tzaddik at all. When you visited and gave me
money -- even though I am not at all deserving --
Hashem also gave you a blessing for financial
success, even though you are not deserving of it at
all.

"But when you decided to be discriminating with
who you give to, and began to travel to the
Mezritcher Maggid -- who really is a tzaddik!! -- it
was decided from Above to also be discriminating
with you. When it was determined that you did
not actually deserve the wealth, the blessing
stopped."שבת שלום
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