
As the story of Purim developed, Esther hosted
another feast replete with wine. This feast was
the beginning of our miraculous redemption,
and is connected to the mitzvah to drink on
Purim.

Your oil -- When the Assyrian-Greeks entered
the Holy Temple, they went out of their way to
defile the oil that was used for lighting the
Menorah.

The redemption of Chanukah is also expressed
through oil. A single flask of oil was discovered
underground, still sealed with the seal of the
Kohen Gadol, and miraculously burned in the
Menorah for 8 days.

The grain of redemption, the wine of
redemption and the oil of redemtion... May we
merit the ultimate redemption, speedily!

Based on Nitzutzei Levi Yitzchok vol.2, p.118

In Rabbi Levi Yitzchok's world, everything is pregnant
with meaning, overflowing with inter-connectedness.
No stone is left unturned, no detail is ancillary.
Everything fits, perfectly.

What follows is a small sample of his esoteric wisdom.

In this week's parsha, Eikev, we read the second
paragraph of the Shema, in which Moshe assures the
Jewish people that, "you shall surely listen to the
Mitzvos that I am commanding you... and you will
thereby [receive many blessings, including] to gather
your grain, your wine and your oil" (Deut. 11:13-14).

This verse alludes to three great redemptions
experienced by the Jewish people: Pesach, Purim and
Chanukah.

The glorious and bright redemption itself is not the
only thing alluded to; the pain of exile can also be
found hinted to in these words, as follows.

Your grain -- This alludes to the redemption of
Passover. The incipient stage of the Egyptian exile is
alluded to in Joseph's dream: "Behold! We were
gathering sheaves of grain in the field." Shortly after
this dream, the seven years of famine began, leading to
Yaakov's sons descending to Egypt to procure grain.

Yet our redemption is also connected to grain, namely,
the mitzvah of eating matzah.

Your wine -- The beginning of the Haman's genocidal
decree was a spiritual outgrowth of having "derived
pleasure at that wicked man's [i.e., Ahaseuros] feast,"
where they drank forbidden wine.

This upcoming Monday, 20 Av, marks the yahrzeit of
the Lubavitcher Rebbe’s father, R. Levi Yitzchok
Schneerson. He was a halachic authority and Kabbalist.
Imprisoned and exiled by the Russian regime for
teaching & promulgating Torah, he passed away in
Almaty, Kazakhstan in 1944.
 

While in exile, his heroic wife, Rebbetzin Chana,
prepared ink from berries that she harvested. With this
ink, he wrote mind-bending insights in the margins of
the few books he had.
 

After his passing, his wife smuggled them out of the
country, bringing them with her to New York. She is
buried in close proximity to her son, the Rebbe.
 

I’ve seen a Zohar that belonged to Rabbi Levi Yitzchok,
with his glosses in the margins — different colors of
ink, depending on what type of berries Rebbetzin
Chana was able to harvest.
 

In a succint essay on his imprisonment and exile, he
elucidates the precise details of his suffering,
according to Kabbalah.
 

For example, why was he imprisoned in 4 different
cities, but in 5 different prisons? Etc etc.
 

His son, the Lubavitcher Rebbe, spent many hours
explaining these abstruse writings.
 

For example, the Rebbe offered an explanation of why
his father began this above-mentioned essay with the
word "I" (as in, "I am Levi Yitzchok ben Zelda Rochel).
 

What stands out for me in this essay is the following:
 

"It is understood that all this is Divine, personal
providence from Above..."
 

The Rebbe adds that this teaches us that a profundity
of meaning as elucidated by his father also applies to
each & every one of us. May his memory be a blessing.

In my study of his teachings -- of which I have been
able to grasp merely a drop in the sea -- I have
observed extreme precision. 
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JUST שו”ת
ME A QUESTION

Q: Do I really have to wear a kippah? Even if
I’m not praying? And if it’s so important,
then shouldn’t I wear it in the shower or
while swimming?

A: Numerous explanations for wearing a kippah
AKA yarmulka are given, namely, that it is a
sign of yiras Shomayim, fear of Heaven.

It is a requirement for a man to wear a kippah,
due to the prohibition of “not going in the
ways of the gentiles,” who do not regularly
cover their heads. Source: Taz O.C., 8:3.

Regarding the shower: How else would you
shampoo your hair? There is no obligation to
wear a yarmulka in the shower 🚿

For that matter, are you also asking how you
can go into the shower without any clothing?
This is simply a matter of practical
consideration. 

Rabbi Levi Yitzchok Schneerson



“I’m not a thief, and I’m not the son of a thief.” The
argument continued until Schlemiel finally said
that he’d retrieve the box to avoid being turned
into the police, but would have no part in the
fortune. He managed to slip through the window
and emerged empty handed with a broad smile.

“I could not steal the money for you because the
sheriff’s attendant was in the next room. I heard
him say that he plans to poison the sheriff
tomorrow and take his fortune.” The sheriff’s face
turned pale and he simply told Schlemiel to return
home to his family.

The next day, the sheriff knocked at his door
undisguised. Schlemiel was terrified and thought
his life was over. In fact, the sheriff came to thank
him for saving his life by foiling the plan of the
attendant, and rewarded Schlemiel with half of his
fortune. Schlemiel immediately repaid his many 18
groshen “debts” and made some good business
deals. From that time on everything seemed to go
just right.

The first time I heard this story, I thought it was
terrible. It made no sense. How could Schlemiel
get his reward through thievery? 

It must be that he did teshuvah and returned to
his natural way. When confronted with having to
steal a real fortune, he woke up from his ‘dream’
that his 18 groshen thefts were no big deal. He
declares with passion, “I am not a thief nor the son
of a thief.”

So why did he climb through the window?
Perhaps being reported to the police was a matter
of life and death in those days when justice wasn’t
so just so he did it to save his life. He attempted to
save his life and Hashem made a miracle by
allowing him to foil a would-be assassination.

If our sad and sorry Schlemiel could transform
himself in such a powerful way, just think of what
we can accomplish every day. 

There was once a rich man who visited the
Mezritcher Maggid. During the course of their
discussion, the Maggid inquired what the man ate
on a regular day.

"I make do with the bare minimum," replied the rich
man, "just bread with salt."

"You should eat meat and drink wine, like all
affluent people!" responded the Maggid.

The chassidim were perplexed: Why does the
Maggid care what the rich man eats? 

"Don't think that I'm worried about him," the
Maggid told them. "I'm concerned about the poor
man!

"You see, if the rich man eats meat and drinks wine
every day, then he'll know that the poor man needs
at least bread with salt. However, if the rich man
makes do with bread and salt, then he may think
that the poor man can suffice on stones...."

Eat Meat & Drink Wine
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The Rich ManTHE HONEST THIEF
Schlemiel was a real nebach. If he tried to work
selling fruit, he’d topple over the cart. If he tried
delivering milk, he’d drop the bottles en route. So
Schlemiel was jobless, his kids were starving and
his wife was frustrated.

A great Rabbi came to town and blessed Schlemiel
with wealth. “How will my fortune come?” he
asked the rabbi. “This I cannot tell you,” was the
cryptic reply. Once again feeling down on his luck,
the rabbi’s response left him despondent.
Embarrassed to go home with no plan, no money
and no food, he went to shul for the evening. On
the way home from shul he noticed that the lock
on one of the shops in the marketplace was loose.

After a long conversation with his inner self, he did
it: he slid in, took exactly 18 groshen (cents) and
had just enough for a loaf of bread. The next
morning on the way home from shul he treated
his family to bread and it was a veritable yom tov
in their home. 

This scenario repeated itself daily until the whole
town was talking about the “honest thief” who
stole no more than 18 groshen each night.

Finally, the sheriff disguised as a drunk caught
Schlemiel in action one night. He threatened to
take him to the police, but Schlemiel begged to be
left alone explaining that his kids are starving. The
“drunkard” made a deal with Schlemiel. Perhaps
trying to catch him in a bigger crime, the disguised
sheriff coerced Schlemiel into breaking into the
sheriff’s own home.

“No way,” Schlemiel protested. 

“I know that the sheriff received a huge secret
inheritance, I’ll tell you exactly where it is. Sneak
through the window, get the money and we’ll split
the fortune. Otherwise I’ll turn you over to the
police,” the disguised sheriff said. 

Sponsored by
Yaakov & Elissa Rosoff

in memory of
אברהם בן יהושע דוד הכהן

Pearls of the Chida
The verse says, “Man cannot live on bread
alone, rather, on every word of Hashem.” 

We see that when one eats he will live, yet
if one does not eat, he will not live. How is
the soul kept alive by eating physical food?
Yet in fact, the person is not kept alive by

the physical food itself, but by the
spirituality [contained within the food].

This spirituality is accessed by reciting the
bracha - which is alluded to by the words

“word of Hashem.”

This is the teaching of the Arizal, in brief.

-Nachal Kedumim, Eikev 3

by Tzipah Wertheimer

שבת שלום
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