
And indeed, Rabbi Tanḥum delivers: The First
Tablets did not say the word good, because
they were ultimately going to be broken after
the sin of the Golden Calf.

And even if they had included the word good,
why would it have been bad if they were
broken?

The Talmud concludes: Rav Ashi said: If this
term had been mentioned in the first tablets,
all good would have, G-d forbid, ceased from
Israel once they were broken.Rabbi Ḥiyya was one of the great sages of the Talmud,

how could he not be proficient in all 24 books of
Scripture? Moreover, Rabbi Ḥiyya was known to review
all his studies every 30 days.

Additionally, instead of simply opening a Torah scroll
and looking for the answer -- does it say 'good' in the
the First Commandments, which appear in this week's
Torah portion, Yisro, or only in the second version
which appear in the portion of Va'eschanan? -- Rabbi
Ḥiyya sends them somewhere else for the answer. 

This isn't particularly complicated; is Rabbi Ḥiyya being
lazy?

Based on these questions, Rabbi Margolies asserts that
there must be something else going on here. Rabbi
Ḥiyya certainly knew what was written in the First and
Second Commandments; Rabbi Ḥanina must have
been asking a deeper question.

The question, asserts Rabbi Margolies, was not what is
written in a Torah scroll -- that's easy to figure out.

Rather, the question was what was carved on the
actual stone Tablets? Were both sets of Tablets identical
in wording? Or were they different? Did neither set of
Tablets contain the word good? Or perhaps both did?
Or maybe the First did and the Second did not?

Each sage had their area of expertise, and Rabbi
Ḥiyya's was halacha, law. He therefore tells Rabbi
Ḥanina that he doesn't know the answer to this
question, it's above his pay grade, so to speak. 

However, Rabbi Tanḥum studied under the tutelage of
Rabbi Yehoshua, who was a master of Aggada, of
homiletics; he would surely be able to answer this
question.

The Talmud (Bava Kamma 55a) recounts the following
discussion:

Rabbi Ḥanina ben Agil asked Rabbi Ḥiyya bar Abba:
For what reason is the word 'good' not stated in the
first version of the Ten Commandments, whereas in
the latter version of the Ten Commandments, in the
context of the mitzva to honor one’s parents, the word
good is stated there: “In order that it shall be good for
you” (Deuteronomy 5:16)?

Rabbi Ḥiyya bar Abba said to him: Before you ask me
why the word good is stated, ask me if the word good
is actually stated there or not, since I do not know if
the word good is stated there or not. Go to Rabbi
Tanḥum bar Ḥanilai, who was commonly found at the
academy of Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi, who was an
expert in aggada. Perhaps he heard something from
him on this matter and can answer your question.

Rabbi Ḥanina ben Agil went to him and asked him.
Rabbi Tanḥum said to him: I did not hear anything on
this matter from Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi himself. But
this is what Shmuel bar Naḥum, the brother of the
mother of Rav Aḥa, son of Rabbi Ḥanina, said to me,
and some say it was the father of the mother of Rav
Aḥai, son of Rabbi Ḥanina: It does not mention the
word good in the first tablets, since they were
ultimately destined to be broken after the Jews made
the Golden Calf.

Rabbi Reuven Maroglies was born in 1889 in Lemberg
(now Lvov), which at the time was part of the
Austrian-Hungarian Empire, and now in Ukraine (and
part of Poland from 1918-1940). He moved to Tel Aviv
after the passing of his wife in 1934. 

The author of over 50 books, Rabbi Margolies was an
expert on Talmud, Kabbalah, Halacha and wrote on
many topics. In 1957, he was awarded the Israel Prize,
regarded as one of the highest honors in Israel. He
passed away on 7 Elul, 1971.

In his book HaMikrah v’haMesorah (p.7-9), Rabbi
Margolies poses numerous questions, including:
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Q: Why do we look at our tzitzis after saying
Kiddush Levana?

A: The gemora (Sanhedrin 42a) states: “Rabbi
Aḥa bar Ḥanina says that Rabbi Asi says that
Rabbi Yoḥanan says: With regard to anyone
who blesses the new month in its proper time,
it is as if he greets the Face of the Shechina
(Divine Presence).”

In his Margolies HaYam, Rabbi Reuven
Margolies writes that the gemora states
(Menahot 43b) that one who performs the
mitzvah of tzitzis with alacrity merits to great
the Shechina. Since one who performs the
mitzvah of Kiddush Levana is also said to greet
the Shechina (as quoted from Sanhedrin
above), we therefore look at our tzitzis during
Kiddush Levana.

Q: Why do we jump during Kiddush Levana?

The gemora recounts that, “Mareimar and Mar
Zutra would lean on one another’s shoulders
and recite the blessing [of Kiddush Levana]”
(Sanhedrin 42a). The Meiri writes that the word
in Hebrew which is translated as "lean on one
another's shoulders," also means to jump. Thus,
there is a custom to jump with joy while
reciting Kiddush Levana.



Learning as a child means to make oneself small,
setting aside one's sense of self. Every text is
approached with the fresh excitement of a child
experiencing something for the first time.

"One who learns as an old man" -- that is, thinking
that they are experienced, accomplished and wise
-- "to what is it like? Like ink written on erased
paper." It is not clear and crisp, having been
clouded by one's own ego.

The Mishna is not discouraging anyone from
Torah study; quite the opposite! Everyone is
encouraged to study -- like a child! Did you ever
observe a child exploring a new place, learn a new
word or try something for the first time?

A child approaches everything with a fresh sense
of curiosity and eagerness to learn. Their ego has
not been developed and thus is not mixed in.

Perhaps this can also explain why Rambam, in his
codification of the Laws of Torah Study, does not
begin with one's own obligation to learn, but with
one's obligation to teach his children. Likewise,
Rambam counts the verse in this week's parsha,
Va'eschanan, "And you shall teach it to your
children," as the source for the Mitzvah to learn
Torah (even though there are other verses that
speak of one's personal obligation to study Torah).

The foundation of all Torah study is to be like a
child. Success in Torah study comes only when
one approaches the text with the sparkling heart
and mind of a child. Like ink on fresh paper.

Someone ascended the Mount of Olives and blew
the shofar. Some simple folk heard the blasts and
assumed that Moshiach had finally arrived. They ran
to Rabbi Menachem Mendel of Vitebsk and
declared, "Rebbe! Moshiach has arrived!" He got up
from his chair, opened the window, looked outside
and inhaled deeply. "No, there is nothing new in the
air. Unfortunately, Moshiach has not arrived."

Chassidism ask: If the great Tzaddik was so
spiritually sensitive as to be able to sense the arrival
of Moshiach merely by smelling the air, why did he
need to open his window?

And Chassidim answer: In his study, there was
already the scent of Gan Eden; his room already
"smelled" like Moshiach. He therefore had to open
his window before being certain if Moshiach had in
fact arrived. 
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Elisha ben Avuyah said: "One who learns as a child,
to what is it like? Like ink written on fresh paper.
One who learns as an old man, to what is it like?
Like ink written on erased paper." (Pirkei Avos
chapter 4).

The first part of the mishna serves as
encouragement for the youth: Carpe diem! When
you are young and do not yet have the
responsibilities that family brings with it, you have
time and the presence of mind to learn Torah!
Your study will be like ink written on fresh paper --
clear, pristine & sharp.

The second part seems to discourage an older
person from study. Even if you do study, it will be
like ink written on erased paper -- blotchy,
muddled, and unclear.

If, for whatever reason, I did not study while
young, should I despair of ever succeeding in my
Torah study? Is this Mishna discouraging older
people from Torah study?!

One of the foremost commentaries on Avos,
Midrash Shmuel, posits that the Mishna is offering
words of encouragement to older people.
Although it's true that your "piece of paper" is old
and has had much written on it -- but you can
erase it. And the eraser will work well. Hence, the
Mishna states that your study will be like "ink
written on erased paper."

The Rebbe offers another layer of understanding.
Rather than reading the "child" and "old man" as
chronological terms, perhaps they can be
understood as referring to a mindset.

"One who learns as a child" -- that is, with the
approach of a child -- "to what is it like? Like ink
written on fresh paper."
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Pearls of the Chida
In parshas Va’Eschanan the verse says,
“Then, Moshe separated three cities [of

refuge]... and this is the Torah that Moshe
presented to the Jewish people” (4:41-44). 

Why does the Torah juxtapose Moshe
teaching Torah, to the establishment of the

Cities of Refuge?

This alludes to the idea that the Torah has
the same status as these cities; that is, just
as one who flees to a City of Refuge cannot

depart from it [until the Kohen Gadol
passes away], so too, a Torah scholar

cannot separate himself from the Torah. 

And just as a person is safe from pursuers
while in the City of Refuge, so too, when

one learns Torah, he is safe from the Yetzer
Hara who pursues him. 

-Pnei Dovid, Va’Eschanan 4

by Rabbi Shaul Wertheimer

Hayom Yom

The Alter Rebbe repeated what the
Mezritcher Maggid said quoting the Baal
Shem Tov: "Love your fellow like yourself"
is an interpretation of and commentary on
"Love Hashem your G‑d." He who loves his
fellow-Jew loves Hashem, because the Jew

has within himself a "part of Hashem
Above." Therefore, when one loves the Jew
- i.e. his inner essence - one loves Hashem.

12 Menachem Av

Based on Likkutei Sichos vol.19, Va'Eschanan sicha 1
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