
Even in times of war, we are enjoined to keep a clean
camp, always maintaining a modicum of basic human
dignity.

The parsha opens: "When you go to war against your
enemy, and G-d, your G-d, will deliver them in your
hands and you will take captives."

In a linguistic curiosity, the word translated as
"against," literally means "above."

It is explained in Chassidus that in addition to an
actual war, the verse speaks of a spiritual battle. When
we engage with material matters, we encounter a
struggle between holiness and those things which are
outside of the realm of holiness (i.e., material matters).

In this battle we attempt to use our physical
possesions in a refined manner, elevating them and
bringing them to a space of sanctity.

The verse does not say that we wage war "against" an
enemy, but "above" our enemy.

We are to know that although it is indeed a huge
challenge to conquer the world and transform it into a
place that expresses its inner holiness, but we are
"above" our enemy before we even begin the fight.

You will succeed. We will succeed.

This is a Torah-charged mission, and we receive a
turbo boost that places us "above" our opposition.

Tachlis: How do we do this? How do we transform the
world into a holy space?

The parsha goes on to discuss what happens if a
soldier meets a woman during battle whom he wants
to marry.

Under certain circumstances, it is permissible to do so.
The Torah tells us that before getting married, "she
shall shave her head and cut her nails [after letting
them grow]."

Hair and nails have in common that they grow out of
the body. Hair grows from the head, representing
intellect, and nails grow from the hand, signifying
the middot (emotions).

On a deeper level, the Torah is telling us that there
are certain things that are extraneous outgrowths of
our intellect and emotions, and they need to be
recognized as distractions from the battle.

The parsha continues: "And she shall weep for her
father and mother for a full month." The Arizal says
that the month in the verse refers to Elul, the final
month of the year that is a kind of coda to the
previous year and preparation for the new year.

Elul is a time of introspection, a time to reflect on
where have my hair and nails grown too long, where
can my intellect and middot be trimmed and
refined.

The Alter Rebbe writes (Tanya ch.9) that we are
referred to as a "small city," and there is a battle for
control of our city. Will we act in accordance with our
inner animalistic drive or with our G-dly force?

We don't have to let our small city be conquered.
When we go to battle against our enemies within
and from the outside, the Torah encourages us,
saying, "you are above your enemies! You will surely
succeed!"

*Based on Toras Menachem, Ki Teitzei 5745
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JUST שו”ת
ME A QUESTION

Q: Does toothpaste require a hechsher?

A: This question depends on whether
toothpaste is considered edible. Some
authorities say yes, others say no. If it is edible,
then some say that either you should ideally
only buy with a hechsher, or at least make sure
that it doesn't contain glycerin. If it's not
considered edible, then it would not need a
hechsher.

The best thing is probably to either buy with a
hechsher or check the lists produced by one of
the kashrus agencies that have researched
which ones are ok.

Q: Do I really need to bake challah every
week for Shabbos?

Rama (O.C. 242:1) writes that one should bake
challah for Shabbos. There are three reasons
given. The Mordechai writes that Pas Yisrael
wasn’t easily available, and one should make
sure to have Pas Yisrael for Shabbos. Another
reason is in order to fulfill the mitzvah of
hafrashas challah (separating challah from the
dough). The third reason is simply to have fresh
challah for Shabbos. 

Chelkas Yaakov writes that if one is purchasing
challah from a Jewish baker who takes challah
from the dough and is baking it for Shabbos,
then this suffices as if you baked it yourself.
While it is ideal to bake your own challahs on
Friday, however if one is not able to do that,
then one should purchase from a Jewish baker.

Q: Can I do laundry on Erev Shabbos?

A: Ezra established that people should do
laundry on Thursday, in order that we should
be able to get ready properly for Shabbos on
Friday. Many Acharonim note that nowadays,
due to modern washing machines, then ideally
we should do laundry on Thursday, however, if
it’s not possible, then it can be done on Friday.

כתיבה וחתימה טובה
לשנה טובה ומתוקה
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When he eventually returned his soul to his Maker,
the Heavenly Court decided that he was due great
reward. His soul was to return yet again to the
world, and it would be reincarnated in a person who
would reveal a new and invigorated way of serving
Hashem. It would be a way that would illuminate
hearts and would bring the coming of Mashiach
closer. 

On the 18th day of Elul, 1698, the soul of this
humble Jew from Tzfat was reincarnated, and began
to spread the wellsprings of the Torah. This unique
soul was the soul of the Baal Shem Tov.
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THE TZFAT JEW
It was the city of Tzfat, 1573. The night was pitch
black, and only select windows emanated light.
One of those windows was the home of a local
resident, a simple and unlearned man. Despite
not being educated, his daily prayers were said
with great purity, and they broke through the
heavens. He was very humble in all his ways.

His heartfelt cries when reciting the Tikkun
Chatzot prayer mourning the destruction of the
Holy Temple in Jerusalem could soften even the
hardest of hearts. One night, while reciting Tikkun
Chatzot by candle light, a knock came at his door.
"Who's there?" he asked. "Elijah the Prophet."

He quickly opened the door, and ushered in the
Prophet, who brought with him a glowing light
which filled the entire home. "I have come to tell
you the year that Mashiach will arrive," said Elijah.
Immediately adding a condition he said, "Yet I will
only reveal the End of Days to you if you share
with me what was the special thing that you did
on the day of your bar mitzvah."

"What I did," the Tzfat Jew replied, "I did for
Hashem. How could I possibly reveal it to others?
If as a result of my reticence I will lose out on
some spiritual reward -- so be it. I was always
taught that one should serve the Almighty
quietly, distancing oneself from the gaze of
others. One's Divine service should be just for
Hashem."

Immediately upon Elijah's return to Heaven, a
great tumult was heard: There is a Jew who is
willing to refuse Elijah the Prophet -- who wants to
reveal the end of days -- just in order that his
actions should be strictly for the sake of Heaven?!

In the Heavenly Court, it was decided that Elijah
was to return to the home of this man, and teach
him the secrets of the Torah. The unlettered Jew
of Tzfat eventually became incredibly learned and
righteous. However, due to his great humility, no
one knew of his great holiness. 
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Pearls of the Chida
At the funeral of the Ramak (R. Moshe

Cordovero), the Arizal delivered a eulogy
based on a verse in this week’s parsha.

וכי יהי’ה באיש חטא משפט מות והומת
  ותלית אותו על עץ 

“And if a man have committed a sin worthy
of death, and he is put to death, and thou

hang him on a tree.”

The Arizal read the verse as a question and
answer, noting that the word sin in Hebrew
can also mean lacking. Thus: “And if a man
committed a sin worthy of death” can be

read to be asking if a person has no
deficiency, he is lacking nothing spiritually,
then how can he “be put to death”? That is,

without a reason, he will never die.

Arizal was saying that the Ramak was
essentially free of any deficiency and had

never sinned.

And the answer: “Hang him on a tree.” In
Hebrew the word for hang can also mean
attribute; thus, the person’s death can be
attributed to the “tree,” that is, the sin of
the Tree of Knowledge. If it were not for

this sin, then a tzaddik such as the Ramak
who was entirely free of sin would never

pass away.
-Nahal Kedumim, Ki Teitzei

On the 23rd of Adar 5743 (Sunday, March 17,
1974), Rabbi Israel Meir Lau visited with the
Rebbe.  At the time, Lau was Chief Rabbi of
North Tel Aviv; from 1993-2003, he was the
Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of Israel. They spoke
about his experiences in the Holocaust, as well
as current political issues in Israel. Rabbi Lau
shared that he regularly spoke for IDF soldiers,
and had recently been in Fayed, Egypt (this
was just a number of months after the Yom
Kippur War). The Rebbe encouraged the
printing of the seminal Chassidic work, Tanya,
in any and every location possible, and asked
Rav Lau if he had received a copy of the Tanya
that had been printed in Fayed. After
responding in the affirmative, the Rebbe asked
him if he occasionally looks in the Tanya. "I'll
tell you the truth," Rav Lau replied, "I don't."

"What's holding you back?" the Rebbe asked.  
"The yeast in the dough," answered Rav Lau,
using a reference to the Yetzer Hara (evil
inclination). Smiling, the Rebbe asked, "How
could a Rav tell his congregants that his Yetzer
Hara is overcoming him?" Rav Lau said, that he
doesn’t tell this to his congregants. "Even not
to your congregants -- how can a Rav say such
a thing?" the Rebbe continued. "Even a Rav can
say the truth." The conversation continued to
touch on various issues at the forefront of the
Jewish world, and the Rebbe asked Rav Lau to
be sure to send him copies of any articles or
speeches that he writes. "I don't write [my
speeches], I don't have the time; plus the style
doesn't lend itself to the written word,"
responded Rav Lau. "Today," the Rebbe
continued, "there are technological advances,
you can make a recording on a tape." Rav Lau
asked, "So when I go to a kibbutz, should I
bring a tape recorder and place it on the table
to make a recording of my talk?" The Rebbe
replied, "For that, you should have an assistant
or secretary." The Rebbe blessed Rav Lau: du
darfst einnemen gantz Eretz Yisroel -- you
should take over the entire Land of Israel!

RAV LAU & THE REBBE


	QUEENS FARBRENGEN
	KI TEITZEI ISSUE #64 9 ELUL 5786
	Bringing the Farbrengen Home
	MASTERS OF WAR
	כתיבה וחתימה טובה לשנה טובה ומתוקה

	Do it for Hashem

	THE TZFAT JEW
	RAV LAU & THE REBBE
	Pearls of the Chida
	MISHMAR Torah | Chulent | Chevra Thursdays 8:30-10:00pm



